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HEXAGRAM 20 - Kuan - Contemplation (View)

Above SUN  THE GENTLE, WIND
Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH

A slight variation of tonal stress gives the Chinese name for this hexagram a double meaning. It means
both contemplating and being seen, in the sense of being an example. These ideas are suggested by the
fact that the hexagram can be understood as picturing a type of tower characteristic of ancient China.

A tower of this kind commanded a wide view of the country; at the same time, when situated on a
mountain, it became a landmark that could be seen for miles around. Thus the hexagram shows a ruler
who contemplates the law of heaven above him and the ways of the people below, and who, by means
of good government, sets a lofty example to the masses.

This hexagram is linked with the eighth month (September - October). The light-giving power retreats
and the dark power is again on the increase. However, this aspect is not material in the interpretation
of the hexagram as a whole.

THE JUDGMENT

CONTEMPLATION.

The ablution has been made,
But not yet the offering.

Full of trust they look up to him.

The sacrificial ritual in China began with an ablution and a libation by which the Deity was invoked, after
which the sacrifice was offered. The moment of time between these two ceremonies is the most sacred
of all, the moment of deepest inner concentration. If piety is sincere and expressive of real faith, the
contemplation of it has a transforming and awe-inspiring effect on those who witness it.

Thus also in nature a holy seriousness is to be seen in the fact that natural occurrences are uniformly
subject to law. Contemplation of the divine meaning underlying the workings of the universe gives to
the man who is called upon to influence others the means of producing like effects. This requires that



power of inner concentration which religious contemplation develops in great men strong in faith. It
enables them to apprehend the mysterious and divine laws of life, and by means of profoundest inner
concentration they give expression to these laws in their own persons. Thus a hidden spiritual power
emanates from them, influencing and dominating others without their being aware of how it happens.

THE IMAGE

The wind blows over the earth: The image of CONTEMPLATION.
Thus the kings of old visited the regions of the world,
Contemplated the people,

And gave them instruction.

When the wind blows over the earth it goes far and wide and the grass must bend to its power. These
two occurrences find confirmation in the hexagram. The two images are used to symbolize a practice of
the kings of old; in making regular journeys the ruler could, in the first place, survey his realm and make
certain that none of the existing usages of the people escaped notice; in the second, he could exert
influence through which such customs as were unsuitable could be changed.

All of this points to the power possessed by a superior personality. On the one hand, such a man will
have a view of the real sentiments of the great mass of humanity and therefore cannot be deceived; on
the other, he will impress the people so profoundly, by his mere existence and by the impact of his
personality, that they will be swayed by him as the grass by the wind.

THE LINES

Six at the beginning means:

Boy like contemplation.

For an inferior man, no blame.
For a superior man, humiliation.

This means contemplation from a distance, without comprehension. A man of influence is at hand, but
his influence is not understood by the common people. This matters little in the case of the masses, for
they benefit by the actions of the ruling sage whether they understand them or not. But for a superior
man it is a disgrace. He must not content himself with a shallow, thoughtless view of prevailing forces;
he must contemplate them as a connected whole and try to understand them.

0 Nine at the top means:
Contemplation of his life.
The superior man is without blame.

While the preceding line represents a man who contemplates himself, here in the highest place
everything that is personal, related to the ego, is excluded. The picture is that of a sage who stands



outside the affairs of the world. Liberated from his ego, he contemplates the laws of life and so realizes
that knowing how to become free of blame is the highest good.



HEXAGRAM 03 — Chun - Difficulty at the Beginning

Above K'AN  THE ABYSMAL, WATER

Below CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER

The name of the hexagram, Chun, really connotes a blade of grass pushing against an obstacle as it
sprouts out of the earth hence the meaning, "difficulty at the beginning." The hexagram indicates the
way in which heaven and earth bring forth individual beings. It is their first meeting, which is beset with
difficulties. The lower trigram Chen is the Arousing; its motion is upward and its image is thunder.

The upper trigram K'an stands for the Abysmal, the dangerous. Its motion is downward and its image is
rain. The situation points to teeming, chaotic profusion; thunder and rain fill the air. But the chaos
clears up. While the Abysmal sinks, the upward movement eventually passes beyond the danger. A
thunderstorm brings release from tension, and all things breathe freely again.

THE JUDGMENT

DIFFICULTY AT THE BEGINNING works supreme success,
Furthering through perseverance.

Nothing should be undertaken.

It furthers one to appoint helpers.

Times of growth are beset with difficulties. They resemble a first birth. But these difficulties arise from
the very profusion of all that is struggling to attain form. Everything is in motion: therefore if one
perseveres there is a prospect of great success, in spite of the existing danger. When it is a man's fate to
undertake such new beginnings, everything is still unformed, dark.

Hence he must hold back, because any premature move might bring disaster. Likewise, it is very
important not to remain alone; in order to overcome the chaos he needs helpers. This is not to say,
however, that he himself should look on passively at what is happening. He must lend his hand and
participate with inspiration and guidance.

THE IMAGE

Clouds and thunder: The image Of DIFFICULTY AT THE BEGINNING.
Thus the superior man
Brings order out of confusion.

Clouds and thunder are represented by definite decorative lines; this means that in the chaos of
difficulty at the beginning, order is already implicit. So too the superior man has to arrange and organize
the inchoate profusion of such times of beginning, just as one sorts out silk threads from a knotted
tangle and binds them into skeins. In order to find one's place in the infinity of being, one must be able
both to separate and to unite.



1. A different translation is possible here, which would result in a different interpretation:
Difficulties pile up.

Horse and wagon turn about.

If the robber were not there,

The wooer would come.

The maiden is faithful, she does riot pledge herself.

Ten years-then she pledges herself.
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Business Summary

The Travelers Companies, Inc., through its subsidiaries, provides various commercial and personal
property and casualty insurance products and services to businesses, government units, associations,
and individuals primarily in the United States. The company operates in three segments: Business
Insurance; Financial, Professional, and International Insurance; and Personal Insurance. The Business
Insurance segment offers property and casualty products and services, such as commercial multi-peril,
property, general liability, commercial auto, and workers compensation insurance. It operates in six
groups: Select Accounts, which serves small businesses; Commercial Accounts that serves mid-sized
businesses; National Accounts, which serves large companies; Industry-Focused Underwriting that
serves targeted industries; Target Risk Underwriting, which serves commercial businesses requiring
specialized product underwriting, claims handling, and risk management services; and Specialized
Distribution that offers products to customers through licensed wholesale, general, and program agents.
The Financial, Professional, and International Insurance segment provides surety and financial liability
coverage, which requires a credit-based underwriting process, and property and casualty products
primarily in the U.S., the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Canada. The Personal Insurance segment offers
property and casualty insurance covering personal risks, primarily automobile and homeowners
insurance to individuals. It distributes its products through independent agents, sponsoring
organizations, joint marketing arrangements with other insurers, and direct marketing. The company
was founded in 1853 and is based in New York, New York. The Travelers Companies, Inc. operates
independently of Citigroup, Inc. as of August 20, 2002.



